
Biodiversity Information Service Recorder Newsletter – Issue 11 – May 2011

RECORDERS NEWSLETTER
ISSUE 11 – May 2011

Welcome to  the  eleventh  issue  of  the  Powys  and  Brecon  Beacons 
National Park recorders newsletter. 

Spring is now well and truly upon us, and already new and exciting species 
are being recorded in our area, some of which appear in this issue.
We have been requested to do a BioBlitz  Recording Day in 
July (see page 18), so please come along on this and help to 
add some new records to our area.

BIS  has  had  a  busy  10th anniversary  year  which  recently 
culminated  in  the  upheaval  of  moving  offices  as  well  as 
organising  our  Anniversary  Recorder’s  Forum,  both  in  the 
same week!

Thanks  again  to  everyone  who has  contributed  articles  and 
photographs  to  this  issue  which  contains  a  wide  variety  of 
articles covering a huge range of wildlife subjects.

Phil Ward - Editor

Photo: Western Conifer Seed Bug Leptoglossus occidentalis, a new Powys species found in 
Radnorshire last year, photographed by Ian Standen
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BIS catch-up - May 2011

New offices
After a 2 month delay waiting for BT to move the lines and Broadband, BIS moved  
into its new offices on the 14th March at the Bulwark, Brecon. Thanks especially to 
Phil and Piotr for making the actual move trouble free and we are all pleased to now 
be in such a pleasant working environment.
In  autumn 2010  BIS  was  fortunate  to  get  a  grant  from the  BBNPA Sustainable 
Communities Fund and Brecon Beacons Trust Fund to purchase microscopes for ID 
training days.  These include a video microscope, compound and stereo microscopes 
which were first used at the BIS Centipede course in March (see picture below) The 
new office provides the space to make this equipment readily available not only for 
BIS ID training days, but for individuals or recorder groups to use at BIS offices, or  
possibly  other  venues,  to  help  with  recording  wildlife.  If  you  wish  to  use  these 
microscopes, or ID books held at BIS, please contact myself or Phil Ward at BIS.

Staff
Many of you may know that Piotr, BIS IT officer, gained other full time employment in 
November 2010. During his time at BIS he has made a huge contribution updating 
the systems, website and automated reporting service, especially the new drill-down 
HTML planning reports. He has also been a key player in developing an all-Wales 
database. A big thank you to him for all his work and for keeping the BIS IT systems 
ticking over for the last 6 months. However BIS will be interviewing for a new IT 
officer in mid-May and we look forward to continuing the development of products 
and services at BIS.

Directors
BIS holds it’s AGM for members in November, and in 2010 there were a number of 
changes  to  the  Directors  of  the  Company.  Brecknock,  Radnorshire  and 
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trusts, founder members of BIS in 2000, stood down as 
corporate  directors  of  BIS.  Norman  Lowe  and  Bob  Dennison  became  individual 
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directors and Margaret  Underwood took over  from Peter  Seaman as the director 
representing the BBNP. Colin Young remains as an individual director, as does Steve 
Packer representing PCC. Geographically, BBNP, Radnorshire and Breconshire are 
well  represented  but  we  would  be  very  pleased  if  a  representative  from  the 
Montgomeryshire area was available. This could be a recorder or a business person 
interested in wildlife and keen to contribute to the development of BIS.

BIS Anniversary Recorders Forum
In March BIS held a special Recorders Forum to celebrate 10 years since BIS began 
its development phase in 2001. Phil has written an overview of the day on page 11 
and  it  was  good  to  see  recorders  and  representatives  of  LRC’s  and  wildlife 
organisations from all over Wales. In my presentation I looked at the aims of BIS and 
how it  has  developed  overtime  technically,  data  holdings  and  support  of  wildlife  
recording. This will eventually go onto the BIS website.
We  were  fortunate  in  that  Jane  Davidson,  WAG  Minister  for  the  Environment, 
Sustainability & Housing, agreed to speak on the ‘Living Wales - a new framework for  
our  environment,  our  countryside and our seas’  consultation and the ecosystems 
approach to sustainable development. She emphasised that all departments of WAG 
should consider this policy in the work they do and ‘In a nutshell our approach will be  
to  put  biodiversity  back  at  the  centre  of  the  environment,  back  at  the  heart  of  
sustainable development, and therefore at the heart of everything we do.
 Summary  of  responses  to  the  consultation  can  be  seen  at 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/eshlivingwalescons/?
lang=en&status=closed
Jane  went  onto  say, ‘A  Living  Wales  highlights  the  need  for  data,  information,  
surveillance and monitoring. Local Record Centres will have a central role to play in  
stimulating data collection, helping recorders to develop their skills and collating and  
disseminating data…….. I would now like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the  
importance of the role of recorders, volunteers and those other experts who rarely  
get a thank you. I’d like to thank you now. Without your efforts we would not know the  
size  of  the  challenge  we  face.  We would  be  unable  to  measure  what  we  have  
achieved and we would be far behind our current beginnings of understanding the  
complexity and importance of the nature around us: thank you.’

The Minister has always been very 
supportive  of  the  Local  Record 
Centres  in  Wales and also gave a 
speech at the launch of LRC Wales 
in 2007. In recognition of that Adam 
Rowe,  previous  BIS  manager  and 
present  SEWBReC  manager 
presented her with  a map showing 
the density of protected and priority 
species records over a backdrop of 
levels  of  legal  protection  of  the 
landscape. This map was produced 
by Rob Davies of WWBIC and was 
derived  from  the  all-Wales  LRC 
database of over 4 million records

Janet Imlach (BIS Manager)
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Species Training Workshops
Summer 2011

Riverflies Identification (Mayflies, Caddis-
flies, Stoneflies) 
Wed.15th June, 10am – 4pm
Venue: Gilfach Reserve (Radnorshire Wildlife Trust), nr 
Rhayader
Tutor: Phil Ward (VC43 Invert Recorder & Invert Tutor 
Aber.Univ.)

Indoor and outdoor practical workshop on identifying adult and larvae of species 
of mayflies, caddis flies and stoneflies.

Introduction to Grass Identification
Wed.22nd June, 10am – 4pm.
Venue: Gilfach Reserve (Radnorshire Wildlife Trust), nr 
Rhayader.
Tutor: Mark Duffell  (Trainer in botanical identification)
Indoor and outdoor workshop aimed at beginners and 
improvers alike, providing an introduction to grasses.  Grass 

terminology, the use of keys, identifying commoner as well as some more 
unusual species.

Bumblebee Identification 
Wed.13th July, 10am – 4pm
Venue: National Trust, Blaenglyn Farm, near Libanus, Brecon

   Tutor:          Phil Ward (Trainer in botanical 
identification)
Indoor and outdoor workshop focusing on identification, 
ecology & habitat of bumblebees, including BAP species.

Introduction to Sedge Identification
July date TBC, 10am – 4pm.
Venue: TBC
Tutor: Mark Duffell 
Indoor and outdoor workshop aimed at beginners and 
improvers alike, providing an introduction to sedges.  Sedge 
terminology, the use of keys, identifying commoner as well 
as some more unusual species.

Course Fee: £10.00

To book: email phil@b-i-s.org or phone 01874 610881
Thank you to the Welsh Biodiversity Partnership for kind sponsorship
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Beetle News – two scarce recent records

Platystomos albinus – New Powys Record
Photo: Andy Shaw

The exciting find of the first 
Powys record of this notably 
scarce large weevil was made 
by Andy Shaw, who found it in 
his garden on his farm near 
Builth Wells (VC42) in April. 
This handsome species is 
coloured black/brown and white 
to resemble a bird dropping. 
The larvae feed in dead wood 
and have been recorded on a 
variety of tree species.

In Wales, the species has only 
previously been recorded from 
Carmarthenshire and 
Monmouthshire. It is more 
widespread in England, 
although very scarce, reaching 
as far north as Lancashire. To 
add to the excitement, Andy 
saw a second individual three days later sitting on his rhubarb!

Carabus monilis           Photo: Steve 
Jones

This large, bronze and green 
ground beetle was found by 
Steve Jones’ young son in his 
garden sand-pit in Llanwrthwl!
This attractively-coloured beetle 
is also a notably scarce species 
which has been recorded from a 
wide variety of mostly open 
habitats. I am only aware of four 
previous Powys records, one 
from Glasbury and three from 
the Rhayader area, which nows 
seems to be a bit of a Carabus 
monilis ‘hot-spot’! Interestingly, 
these three have all been found 
dead on roads! This is obviously a scarce species, which is reflected in the fact that 
there are very few records.

Phil Ward, Radnorshire Beetle Recorder (overseeing Brecknock)

Page 5 of 23



Biodiversity Information Service Recorder Newsletter – Issue 11 – May 2011

Dragonfly 2011 early-season ‘look-ahead’

Introduction
The first damsels and dragons of the season will be emerging anytime so I thought 
this a good time to send out an early-season summary of news, salient issues and 
look ahead to the coming season in terms of supporting the UK dragonfly atlas 
update. In October 2010, I attended the British Dragonfly Society’s (BDS) Members’ 
Day and in March 2011, the BDS Vice County Recorders’ forum – so a lot of this 
summary draws from those two meetings and is written mainly with Radnorshire 
(Vice County 43) in mind.

The first gratifying thing to report is that now that we seem to have a more reliable 
mechanism for conveying our local Odonata records into the BDS and National 
Biodiversity (NBN) systems, Wales appears to be ‘punching above its weight’ in 
relation to the UK record holdings overall.

VC43 target species and habitats
However, we shouldn’t rest too long on our laurels. I was shocked to see at the 
October Members’ Day how few records we seemed to have for certain of 
Radnorshire’s ‘common’ and seemingly widespread species. Records of the riparian 
species Beautiful Demoiselle (Calopteryx virgo) and Banded Demoiselle (Calopteryx 
splendens) seemed to feature in relatively few 10km squares, whereas I suspect 
they’re on most of our rivers and streams. If we could target rivers and streams to a 
greater extent, the likelihood is that we’ll increase our records not just for the 
Demoiselles but also for such species as White Legged Damselfly (Platycnemis 
pennipes) and who knows what else?!

Similarly the Black Darter (Sympetrum danae), a denizen of more acidic conditions 
and regularly recorded in the west of VC43, was surprisingly under-represented over 
most of the peripheral parts of Radnorshire. Again, if we could target 10km squares 
containing acidic upland habitats, we could perhaps also increase our records for 
Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly (Ischnura pumilio), Keeled Skimmer (Orthetrum 
coerulescens) and Golden-ringed Dragonfly (Cordulegaster boltonii).

‘Loose ends’ from 2010
A couple of noteworthy issues emerged towards the end of last season which I 
wanted to share. Over lunchtime at the BDS Members’ Day, the 80 or so attendees 
from all corners of the UK were asked to complete a survey if they had a garden 
pond, putting a tick against any species they had seen or recorded there. From the 
maximum number of ticks against any species, I concluded that about 30 people 
contributed to the survey and most of the common species were well represented. 
Curiously, the Emerald damselfly (Lestes sponsa) which in my experience is a 
widespread and common feature of garden ponds in mid Wales, received only 3 ticks 
(one of them being mine!).

The other notable and slightly mysterious finding was in relation to Ian Standen’s 
repeated survey work at Cors y Llyn NNR on behalf of the BDS. As I completed the 
collation and verification exercise on last year’s VC43 records, I noted Ian’s record of 
Common hawker (Aeshna juncea) for the 4th June 2010. On consulting the BDS 
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‘2010 first and last dates’, it seems that the UK’s earliest Aeshna juncea record in 
2010 was 17th June; and the text books seem to indicate mid to late June as the 
earliest likely emergence.
 
Ian is a very experienced dragonfly observer and I had a chat both with him and with 
Andrew Ferguson of CCW about this unusually early record, to see if any of 
Andrew’s own records for Cors y Llyn accorded with Ian’s early June observation. 
Going through his historic records for the NNR, Andrew found a note of an unusually 
early hawker (in this case Southern hawker – Aeshna cyanea) on 4th June 1992. At 
that early part of the season, it is considered that Aeshnidae on the wing would be 
limited to Emperor Dragonfly (Anax imperator) or the Hairy Dragonfly (Brachytron 
pratense). As both Ian and Andrew are very unlikely to mis-diagnose an Emperor, 
and as Hairy Dragonfly could easily be mistaken for a hawker species, I’m left with 
the intriguing possibility that both Andrew and Ian may have unknowingly seen the 
very scarce Hairy Dragonfly at Cors y Llyn!

BDS website, on-line recording tools and conclusions
To facilitate the flow of records, the BDS has recently updated its website 
http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/, part of which includes improvements for 
recorders to submit simple, casual or multiple records on-line, and these facilities can 
be found at http://www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/content/recording-dragonflies-and-
damselflies-british-isles. Any records submitted via the BDS website, will find their 
way to the appropriate Vice County Recorder for verification.

The BDS Vice County Recorders’ meeting in March was instructive in allowing 
discussion and evaluation of the numerous IT recording tools which seem to have 
emerged over recent years. In the attempt to keep my recording and verification 
activities as simple as possible, I have up to now relied principally on the use of Excel 
spreadsheets. At the March meeting, however, I was impressed with a system called 
‘Living Record’ which I am trying out this season, not only for my dragonfly records 
but also for butterflies, reptiles, amphibians and beetles!

Devised by Adrian Bicker in conjunction with the Dorset recording fraternity, ‘Living 
Record’ is also an on-line system and seems to be both powerful and easy to use. It 
uses Google Earth imaging and is designed for the collection of new records, though 
it is not suitable for the import or input of historic records. I like the visual nature of 
the tool and it allows the user to print the data into an Excel spreadsheet for 
submission (in my case) to BIS and the BDS. If anyone reading this feels s/he would 
like to try it out for dragonfly recording, please let me know as Adrian has given all 
the BDS VC Recorders administrator rights to allocate user-names and passwords.

Another very useful web tool for quick but accurate grid referencing is 
http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm which describes itself as ‘Free Ordnance 
Survey Mapping side by side with Google Aerial Imagery for UK Outdoor Pursuits’.

Finally, no matter what IT systems and tools we use, there remain only two more 
recording seasons for records to count towards the UK dragonfly atlas update. So 
here’s to some decent weather and a successful couple of seasons!

Bob Dennison, Radnorshire (VC43) Dragonfly Recorder
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e-mail: rd19366@googlemail.com
Naturalists Study Exhibition – Brecknock Museum

(May 14th – 2nd July 2011)

BIS has been working with Brecknock Museum, Brecon, and Brecknock Wildlife 
Trust to create a new display running for 2 months over the summer. It will be 
developed from the original Edwardian Naturalists Study display and the idea is to 
have a comparison, side by side, with a present day naturalists study. This would 
include modern OS maps, GPS, microscope and identification books and keys.

BIS has contributed a series of plant distribution maps to be shown on a PowerPoint 
display along with corresponding historic botanical prints of Brecknock plants. The 
distribution maps are derived from records held by BIS. Each map shows the 
summarised distribution of that plant by one kilometre square and by date ranges pre 
1980, 1980-2000 and post 2000. The coloured squares indicate the date range that 
the plant was last recorded for that 1 km square. This may indicate a change in plant 
distribution over time although, and loss of sites, but is also dependent on recorder 
effort. (See Globeflower example below) The majority of the records are 1980-2004.

Janet Imlach (BIS)
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Pond and People Project update

A juvenile great crested newt found at Pant y Llyn SO0346 420m asl., under some material by Keith  
Noble

Thanks to the Environment Wales Ponds and People project we had a chance to 
collect data on ponds which would allow us to look at how the Great Crested Newt 
(GCN) Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) works in this part of Wales.

A special thanks to Eleanor Jones for helping with the data inputting and all the other 
volunteers who helped survey ponds.

The Habitat Suitability Index was developed by Oldham et al (2000) and is not a  

substitute for newt surveys but ponds with a higher score are more likely to contain  

great crested newts (GCN) than one with a lower score (so they say). The index  

takes into account ten factors, these are: location, pond area, frequency of drying  

out, water quality, shade, presence of waterfowl and fish, terrestrial habitat quality,  

number of nearby ponds and summer macrophyte cover. Some of the measures are  

subjective and depend on the surveyor’s judgement and experience, but this can be  

a useful tool for assessing ponds. 

In our small sample the HSI for ponds with GCN was on average in the ‘good’ 

category, but so were a lot of ponds in the uplands and we felt that altitude is not 

properly compensated for in this index. Using the Biodiversity Information Service for 
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Powys and BBNP (BIS), we found the average altitude at which GCN are recorded 

and created a new multiplier to make local HSI more relevant and accurate in 

predicting the presence of GCN.

However there is probably a bias in recording against higher altitude sites. Also 

ponds in uplands, even if not ideal GCN for breeding in terms of temperatures, 

macrophytes, terrestrial habitat and invertebrate abundance, could still be important 

when the low level ponds suffer more from isolation through poor terrestrial habitat, 

linking habitat and loss of suitable ponds.

How important are these high scoring upland ponds to GCN breeding and can we 

identify which are important?

Are they important for breeding, connecting populations or just where dispersing 

newts turn up occasionally? 

We can answer this question by looking for breeding evidence at suitable 
upland ponds, i.e through egg searches, torching at night and (fine mesh) 
netting for larvae perhaps. 

For the full report and maps contact scoates@brecknockwildlifetrust 
also see our web page: 
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/Ponds1.html

Steph Coates, Brecknock Wildlife Trust

Pant y llyn © Brecknock Wildlife Trust
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10th Anniversary Recorder’s Forum 2011

Fifty recorders attended the BIS Forum held at the Media Resource Centre in 
Llandrindod Wells on 17th March. 
BIS Chairman Norman Lowe welcomed everyone to this, BIS’s 10 th Anniversary 
Forum event and introduced the day’s sessions.

First up was BIS Manager Janet Imlach who gave a history of BIS since it’s set up in 
2000 as one of three pilot UK Local Record Centres. She then went on the describe 
recent BIS work including the input of new datasets, producing maps for recorders 
and local atlas’s, and new improved planning list searches. 
Adam Rowe under his former chairman role for the Association of Local 
Environmental Records Centres (ALERC) outlined the strength which the four Welsh 
Local Record Centres (LRC’s) now have and how they all work together to provide 
seamless biodiversity data. 
Paula Lightfoot from the National Biodiversity Network Trust told us all about the 
National Biodiversity Network, new and future NBN Gateway projects and described 
the role of the LRC’s in the NBN.

Welsh Assembly Minister Jane Davidson, 
Minister for the Environment, Sustainability and 
Housing, then gave everyone an enlightened 
speech describing the new policies of ‘A Living 
Wales’, including the New Environment 
Framework (NEF) and the Ecosystem approach.

The buffet lunch break was immediately followed 
by a light-hearted wildlife quiz. The prize of a 
large box of chocolates went to Brecknock 

dragonfly recorder Keith Noble, who got an impressive 27 points out of a total of 30.

The afternoon session kicked off with Swansea Universities own Dan Forman who 
gave an enthusiastic and memorable talk describing mammal research, the do’s and 
don’ts of monitoring techniques, and linking natural history, ecology and the NEF.
Butterfly Conservation’s Simon Spencer then gave examples of some of the scarcer 
European butterfly species and the importance of recording and monitoring at the 
European level.
Margaret Underwood, Brecon Beacons National Park member champion for 
biodiversity and climate change, described her role and challenges and urged 
everyone to discuss biodiversity issues with their local biodiversity officer.

Norman Lowe then summed up the Forum day and brought the proceedings to a 
close by thanking all the speakers and recorders for attending. 

We hope it was an enjoyable day and useful for recorders to come together for this 
annual event. We look forward to seeing you at the next Forum. Lastly we would like 
to say a big thank you to the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority for again 
sponsoring this event.

Phil Ward (BIS Recording Officer)
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. . . and Watermelons in the Waterfalls!

At Bwa Maen, an exciting discovery was made during the long cold spell at the end 
of 2010. Boulders within the gorge were found to be covered in pink snow. Also 
known as 'watermelon snow', this phenomenon is caused by a red-coloured form of 
algae (Chlamydomonas nivalis) which grows within the snow. Relatively common in 
major mountain ranges, it was previously known only from the Cairngorms in the UK. 
This first known case from Wales may reflect the harsh winter of 2010/11.

Alan Bowring (Fforest Fawr Geopark Development Officer)

∗∗∗∗∗

Page 12 of 23

Llysdinam Field Centre

If anyone wants a small meeting room, lab or venue for talks in north Brecknock, 
then Llysdinam Field Centre in Newbridge-on-Wye is available at very 

reasonable rates by contacting Fred Slater slaterfm@cf.ac.uk 
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Living Highways Project update

Living Highways protects and encourages biodiversity along roadsides in Powys; an 
ongoing joint project between Powys County Council and the three Powys wildlife 
trusts. Road verges are not pristine, natural habitats but provide essential linear 
habitat corridors along which mobile species can move and forage, as well as acting 
as key habitat, seed banks and distribution corridors for 
plants. As we move away from just conserving isolated 
pockets for wildlife, to looking at a connected landscape 
network, our roads are a key resource. The way we 
manage road verges is critical to maintain and enhance 
this resource and Living Highways is concerned with 
ensuring appropriate management on all of Powys’ road 
verges, focussing particularly on specific management 
regimes for verges deemed to be of high quality – Road 
Verge Nature Reserves (RVNRs).

The project has been running for several years, with 
annual monitoring of our verges carried out by wildlife 
trust volunteers. This monitoring is vital to ensure 
appropriate management and our volunteer’s vigilance has proven to be a really 
effective way of making sure the correct management is carried out.

We are currently reviewing all the RVNRs in Powys and as part of this we are fine-
tuning the survey methodology to make it more accessible and relevant. This means 
that in some cases, volunteers need only count the number of orchids flowering or 
check for the continued presence of a few key species. We hope that this will give all 
volunteers an opportunity to contribute and we will run training and ID workshops to 

help people learn more.
We really need more road verge 
volunteers, so if you feel you could spare 
twenty minutes to have a look at a verge 
for us, then please do get in touch (details 
below). There are opportunities across 
Powys, so there is a good chance that 
there will be a verge near you and 
whatever your experience, we can match 
you with a suitable site. The more people 
we have to help us, the bigger the 
difference we can make!

Photos: MWT         Tammy Stretton,  Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust
Contact details:
Brecknock Wildlife Trust
Bev Lewis (01874) 625708 blewis@brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk
Radnorshire Wildlife Trust
Rebecca Bohane (01597) 823298 rebecca@rwtwales.org
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust
Tammy Stretton (01938) 555654 tammy@montwt.co.uk

Pine Martens in Wales
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The Vincent Wildlife Trust rewards participants in its regular surveys with a free copy 
of any of its publications. So I requested Evidence of Pine Martens in England and 
Wales 1996 – 20071 expecting to read an account of the animal’s sad decline 
towards extinction, but I found a very different story.

This detailed and very readable report presents a fascinating analysis of pine marten 
evidence gathered across England and Wales over the 12 years from 1996 to 2007, 
based mainly on sightings reported by naturalists, land managers and members of 
the public.

Scoring each of the 824 reports of pine martens (296 of them from Wales) on a ‘1 to 
10’ quality / reliability scale and evaluating the data in various ways, the authors 
conclude that wild pine martens are still present in those parts of northern England 
and Wales where they were recorded in earlier decades. A ‘Kernel’ analysis identified 
two concentrations of pine marten evidence in Wales (centred on Snowdonia and 
Carmarthenshire) and three in northern England (centred on the Lake District, 
Northumbria and the North York Moors).

For Wales as a whole, pine marten records over the 12-year study period were 
received for all 13 vice counties (VCs). Applying a pine marten occupancy index - 
reflecting both the abundance and persistence of records - Birks and Messenger 
were able to rank the highest VCs as ‘primary’, ‘secondary’, ‘tertiary’ or ‘occasional’ in 
terms of pine marten presence (Figure 3.5). As might be expected from the ‘Kernel’ 
analysis, Carmarthen and Merioneth emerge as ‘primary’ VCs. Encouragingly, 
however, there is clear geographical linkage between these two primary VCs and 
most of the other higher-ranking VCs in Wales.
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Figure 3.5 The top 27 VCs with an occupancy index ≥ 1 are shown in four categories as identified in  
the key

The report presents an in-depth analysis on the relationship of pine marten sightings 
to altitude, habitat and timing over the 12-month and 24-hour cycle. In doing so, the 
discussion takes into account any bias in terms of human activity and populations as 
well as the differential visibility of pine martens in different habitats.

Pine martens, it says, are adapted to live in structurally complex habitats with a 
marked vertical component such as woodland but with no preference for either 
coniferous or broadleaved. Within woodlands, pine martens favour ‘old growth’ 
features with a high proportion of standing deadwood and elevated tree cavities for 
denning and breeding. However, as the authors point out, ancient trees with cavities 
suitable for pine martens are very scarce or absent from most British woodlands.

The Vincent Wildlife Trust has designed and successfully field tested a pine marten 
den box, maximizing insulation and minimizing convection heat losses whilst allowing 
for some air flow. Using a clever 2-entrance design, the den box achieves a chamber 
size matching that of the black woodpecker, whose nest holes are the main naturally 
occurring den sites for martens in mainland Europe.

The VWT study is of the opinion that poor den availability could limit the reproductive 
potential of pine marten populations, so it would seem worthwhile for wildlife 
organisations and individuals to consider the potential for den box construction and 
installation following the VWT guidance2. As for inspecting an established den box, 
disturbing pine martens and their dens requires a licence, but the convenient pine 
marten habit of scatting on the box lid enables simple visual checking from a 
distance.
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Having outlined the pine marten’s semi-nomadic nature, social organization and 
breeding, the effects of escapes and releases and the (albeit limited) information 
available on DNA studies, the report concludes optimistically on the prospects for 
pine martens in England and Wales. ‘The long-term persistence of pine martens  
through the 20th century and into the new millennium, at low population densities and  
in sub-optimal habitat, indicates a remarkable tenacity that offers hope for the future.’ 
Indeed, in support of pine marten conservation, the authors caution against the 
temptation to reintroduce or restock. Instead they promote a focus on assisted 
natural recovery as the appropriate option for nurturing these precious relict 
populations.

It was a revelation to discover that pine martens were not after all extinct in Wales – 
but it seems they need a little help. With a more open mind on the chances of seeing 
a Welsh pine marten, I will not be quite so ready to dismiss a dark brown, flat, furry 
item on the tarmac as an unfortunate, small dog or dark fox. Mind you, I would much 
prefer to see the live version!

Bob Dennison

1. ‘Evidence of pine martens in England and Wales 1996-2007. Analysis of reported  
sightings and foundations for the future’. Johnny Birks and John Messenger, Vincent 
Wildlife Trust 2010
2. http://www.vwt.org.uk/downloads/pine_marten_den_box.pdf
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Recording with the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust

If biological recording’s your thing, then the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust would 
love to hear from you! Whatever floats your recording boat, there should be 
something to your taste!

At Llanymynech Rocks, 
a three year project 
supported by the 
Aggregates Levy Fund 
is working towards 
improving the nature 
reserve and adjacent 
golf course for 
butterflies and 
limestone plants. In 
order to monitor the 
impact of this work on 
the butterflies, a 
transect will be walked 
every week noting down 
every butterfly 
encountered. This is 
obviously a lot of work 
for one person, so if 
butterflies are your 
thing, why not join in? The surveys can only be carried out during good weather and 
there are some rare and spectacular butterflies at Llanymynech Rocks, so what 
better way to spend a few hours?

Another new project is underway at 
Dolforwyn Woods, our newest Nature 
Reserve. Supported by Biffaward, we 
will be carrying out a large amount of 
work to improve the woodland for 
wildlife. Obviously, it is crucial for us to 
know what plants and animals make 
Dolforwyn Woods their home, so this is 
the perfect time to get your name 
against some ‘firsts’! The reserve is 
open 24 hours a day, 365 days a week, 
so feel free to pop down any time you 
like. However, if you would prefer to get 

involved with more formal surveys, please do get in touch.

If you are interested in helping out with either of the above or any future surveying 
with the Trust, please contact Bob Williams at the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust; 
01938 555654 or email: bob@monwt.co.uk.

Photos: MWT          Tammy Stretton, Mongomeryshire Wildlife Trust
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BioBlitz Recording Day 2011
Common Lizard  © Mark Walters

Sat. 2nd July 2011

Cefn Cilsanws and Dan-y-Darren 
Quarry

Led by Carys Solman (Merthyr Council) and BIS

Site Description
Area of semi-upland & upland common land, with 
adjoining limestone Quarry.

The habitats of the site include bracken slopes with scattered trees, dry heathlands 
dominated by ling heather, acid grasslands, grass heaths, calcareous grassland and 
calcareous scrub, acid flushes, wet heathlands, mixed scrub, western gorse scrub, 
scree, small rocky outcrops and limestone cliffs and quarry.

Neighbouring the blitz area is a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), 
where noteworthy plant species include bog asphodel and round-leaved sundew in 
the acid flushes, carline thistle, blue fleabane, wild thyme, common milkwort and 
downy oat-grass in the calcareous grasslands. Common rock-rose, a regionally 
scarce plant, occurs at the margins of the calcareous scrub.
Common lizard and slow worm also occur on the site, along with notable bird species 
including stonechat, skylark, redstart, wheatear and nightjar.

The Blitz site includes Darren Fawr Nature Reserve (Brecknock Wildlife Trust), 
http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk/darren-fawr.html

Mynydd Cefn Cilsanws has excellent views over the Brecon Beacons, and has 
several CADW scheduled monuments, including an Iron Age defended enclosure.
Dan-y-Darren Quarry is situated on slopes home to the exceptionally rare Ley’s 
Whitebeam, found nowhere else in the world.

Meet in the Merthyr Golf Club car park (SO031085) at 10am:

Merthyr Golf Club, Cloth Hall Lane, Cefn Coed y Cymmer, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 2NT

Directions
From the A470, exit onto the A465 Heads of the Valleys Road, heading east (towards 
Abergavenny).  Take the first left signposted Cefn Coed y Cymmer and cross over at 
the junction at the top of the slip-road. Take the first left up Cloth Hall Lane, following 
the Golf Course sign, and go to the very top.

Carys Solman

Please email Phil at phil@b-i-s.org to let him know if you are 
coming. Thanks.
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Recorder’s Visit to 
National Museum of Wales

 and
Welsh National Herbarium

A very successful and enjoyable day was spent behind the scenes at the National 
Museum of Wales on 10th February in the company of Dr Tim Rich, Head of Vascular 
Plants. The day saw us not only touring the Welsh National Herbarium & botanical 
facilities, including the vascular herbarium, lower plant herbarium, library, wax 
models, prints and drawings, spirit store and imaging, but also included short tours of 
the invertebrate and mollusca collections and facilities. Tim also explained how we, 
the recorders, can use the Museum’s collections and how the Museum’s services 
can be accessed by anyone. 
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Help for Centipedes, Millipedes and Woodlice

Following on from our training day of 12th March on the above groups, our leader 
Tony Barber of the British Myriapod and Isopod Group has kindly offered his services 

if anyone wants to send him specimens of these groups for identification. Perhaps 
you are doing a study of a particular site and would like some help with 

centipedes,millipedes and woodlice.
If so, contact Tony by email:

abarber159@btinternet.com

Bird Atlas request for roving records

Do you have a Blackbird nest in your hedge?

Got Blue Tits in your garden nestbox?

If so, Brecknock Bird Recorder Andy King would like to hear from you.

2011 sees the final year of field work for the BTO Bird Atlas.
If you do have birds nesting in your garden, no matter how common the species, 
these are important breeding records which will fill in gaps in the Atlas coverage.

A roving record form can be found at www.birdatlas.net

Please send your records to Andy at andrew.king53@virgin.net

mailto:abarber159@btinternet.com
mailto:andrew.king53@virgin.net
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BIS would like to thank Tim and his fellow staff at the Museum for their time, 
enthusiasm and for making our visit so enjoyable and worthwhile.

Mammals of Radnorshire- ATLAS
Now available!

This Atlas includes a set of maps showing the distribution of 
species in the county, with supporting text about the status 
and ecology of each mammal. Mammals have never been 
recorded on this scale before in the county. We hope by 

getting this provisional atlas out now we will be able to see the 
gaps in recording and knowledge. We can use this to aid in our 

future survey efforts. We aim to have a follow up 
comprehensive Atlas by 2014/15.

Both the provisional and complete Atlas will be a useful and 
detailed work of reference, and a baseline for future surveys.

Atlas Project:
Recording the numbers and distribution of any species is vitally important. 
Without knowing if numbers are stable, increasing or decreasing, and if 
the animals’ range is constant or changing, we are unable to make any 
decisions about its conservation status. Detailed biological recording can 
also reveal habitat preferences, life histories and other aspects of ecology.

Because mammals are often secretive and rarely seen they are often 
poorly recorded. The publication of such an atlas is a stimulus for people 
to produce more records, especially for species in places not shown on the 
published maps. In addition, the atlas can form a basis for future survey 
work.
So we need YOU to send those records in.

Atlas cost £5 (you can get at our events, 
or prior arrangements possible, or from the 
Radnorshire Wildlife Trust shop in 
Llandrindod)

Atlas with P&P £6.50 (e-mail sorcha – 
Radnorshiremammalgroup@live.com)

ONLY 300 COPIES AVAILABLE

www.radnorshiremammalgroup.co.uk

Sorcha Lewis
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Aberystywth University Lifelong Learning Courses

Diversity of Invertebrates in West Wales (Weekend Intensive)
The focus is on practical methods of capturing, handling and identifying specimens found in various 
habitats around the venue. This will include using pit-fall traps for those that crawl, beating and 
sweep-nets for those that fly and hopefully light trapping for moths and other night fliers. With the 
specimens indoors, their amazing diversity, adaptations and life cycles will be revealed with the aid of 
microscopes, identification keys and of course, help from the tutor. A wider range of organisms are 
covered when compared with the Entomology (insects only), these including: woodlice, millipedes, 
spiders, molluscs and earthworms and insects. As a consequence this course is not so weather 
dependent and you could select a focus group.
£75 (£65) Fee Waiver Fee: £5 10 Credits Level 1
Machynlleth CAT Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting: 20/05/11, End date: 22/05/11 Tutor: Phil Ward, Course Code: AF302

Pond and Streams Invertebrate Life (Weekend Intensive)
Field visits will be made to ponds and streams at the course venue where different sampling 
techniques will be used to collect aquatic organisms. With the specimens indoors, their amazing 
diversity, adaptations and life cycles will be revealed with the aid of microscopes, identification keys 
and of course, help from the tutor. The monitoring and management of ponds and streams to both 
assess their general status and to improve their biodiversity will be covered briefly.
£75 (£65) Fee Waiver Fee: £5 10 Credits Level 1
Welsh Wildlife Centre, Cilgerran, Cardigan Sat-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting:11/06/11, 12/06/11, 25/06/11 End Date:26/06/11 Tutor: Phil Ward, Course Code: AD300 
Machynlleth CAT Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting: 30/09/11, End Date: 02/10/11 Tutor: Phil Ward, Course Code: AF100V 

Entomology: the Larger Insects of Wales (Weekend Intensive)
The mainly field based sessions will focus on observing and identifying large insects such as 
butterflies, dragonflies, moths and beetles. Practical methods of capturing and handling specimens 
found in various habitats around the venue will be tried. This will include using pi-fall traps for those 
that crawl, beating and sweep nets and hopefully light trapping for night fliers.
£75 (£65) Fee Waiver Fee: £5 10 Credits Level 1
Lampeter Denmark Farm Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting: 08/07/11, End Date: 10/07/11 Tutor: Phil Ward, Course Code: AB305

Understanding British Bats: An Introduction (Weekend Intensive)
This new course gives a thorough introduction to British bats and is one in a planned series. Species 
identification, life cycles, habits and habitats. Practical and field exercises will involve a guide to 
summer and winter roosting sites and flight corridors, feeding patterns and behaviour. There will be 
late evening bat watch(es) using ‘bat detectors’. Come and learn about our British bats with an expert 
ecologist and with an interesting venue to explore. For this course it is advisable to stay on site due to 
the late evening sessions.
£75 (£65) Fee Waiver Fee: £5 10 Credits Level 1
Machynlleth CAT Fri-Sun 1pm
Starting: 29/07/11, End Date: 31/07/11  Tutor: Richard Crompton, Course Code:AF308 
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Understanding British Mammals 1: Gnawers, Nibblers & Insect Crunchers (Weekend Intensive)
This new course covers an exciting range of mammals including insectivores, rodents, rabbits, hares 
and deer. Species identification, life cycles, habits and habitats, practical and field exercises, field-
signs, tracks and trails, feeding remains, droppings, nests and burrows together with population and 
monitoring techniques.
£75 (£65) Fee Waiver Fee £5 10 Credits Level 1
Lampeter Denmark Farm Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting: 03/06/11, End Date: 05/06/11  Tutor: Rob Strachan, Course Code: AB301 
Machynlleth CAT Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting: 10/06/11, End Date: 12/06/11  Tutor: Rob Strachan, Course Code: AF304

Understanding British Mammals 2: Predators & Hunters (Weekend Intensive)
This new course covers an exciting range of mammals including the carnivores, seals and cetaceans.  
Species identification, life cycles, habits and habitats, practical and field exercises, field-signs, tracks 
and trails, feeding remains, droppings, nests and burrows together with population and monitoring 
techniques 
£75 (£65) Fee Waiver Fee £5 10 Credits Level 1
Lampeter Denmark Farm Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting: 01/07/11, End Date: 03/07/11  Tutor: Rob Strachan, Course Code:AB304 
Machynlleth CAT Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting: 08/07/11, End Date: 10/06/11  Tutor: Rob Strachan, Course Code:AF307

Identifying the Flowering Plants (Weekend Intensive)
Examine specimens to become familiar with the huge variety of flower and leaf forms and the equally 
huge and often confusing terminology used in the wild flower books and `keys'.  You will be given the 
confidence to use a `flora? and `keys', identifying unknown flowering plant species on your own.  
£75 (£65) Fee Waiver Fee £5 10 Credits Level 1
Lampeter Denmark Farm Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting:17/06/11, End Date:19/06/10  Tutor: Margaret Howells, Course Code:AB302 
Machynlleth CAT Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting:01/07/11, End Date:03/07/11  Tutor: Margaret Howells, Course Code:AF305

Identifying Grasses, Sedges & Rushes (Weekend Intensive)
Learn the fundamentals of grass, sedge and rush identification, essential and valuable skills for any 
field and conservation ecologists. Emphasis will be on practical skills with identification taking place 
mainly in the laboratory where there is the time and equipment to fully examine specimens. 
£75 (£65) Fee Waiver Fee £5 10 Credits Level 1
Lampeter Denmark Farm Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting:24/06/11, End Date 26/06/11  Tutor: Margaret Howells, Course Code:AB303 
Machynlleth CAT Fri-Sun 10am-4pm
Starting:08/07/11, End Date:10/07/11  Tutor :Margaret Howells, Course Code:AF306

To enrol on any of the above courses, please complete an enrolment form.  Download the form from: 
http://www.aber.ac.uk/sell/courses/lllearn/science/index.html or email learning@aber.ac.uk  to request 
a copy of the form. For further information about the courses, please email pah15@aber.ac.uk

Page 22 of 23

mailto:learning@aber.ac.uk
http://www.aber.ac.uk/sell/courses/lllearn/science/index.html


Biodiversity Information Service Recorder Newsletter – Issue 11 – May 2011

Biodiversity Information Service
Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7LB
Tel: 01874 610881 Fax: 01874 624812 Email: info@b-i-s.org Website: www.b-i-s.org

Funding Partners:-
Countryside Council for Wales (CCW)
Powys County Council (PCC)
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNP)
Forestry Commission for Wales (FCW)
Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency (MWTRA)
Environment Agency (EA)
Brecknock Wildlife Trust

Board of Directors
Norman Lowe (BWT representative) – Chairman
Steve Packer (Powys County Council) - Secretary
Colin Young – Vice-chairman/Treasurer
Margaret Underwood (Brecon Beacons National Park Authority)
Bob Dennison 
David Mitchell (CCW observer)

Steering Group
Paul Sinnadurai (BBNPA) - Chairman
Gareth Ellis (BBNP LBAP)
Bev Lewis (BWT)
Tammy Stretton (MWT)
Julian Jones (RWT)
Michelle Delafield (Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency)
Emma Guy (PCC LBAP)
Ken Perry (CCW)
Rachel Price (PCC)

∗∗∗∗∗
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